From the Manila Tribune, April 30, 2008

While AFP Chief of Staff Hermogenes Esperon Jr. is counting the remaining days of his extended term, a former enlisted soldier of his is also counting days in jail even as he is allowed to post bail but is reportedly being prevented from doing so. 

Cpl. Walter Francisco was among five soldiers arrested in January for what the AFP claimed as a coup scenario. The so-called destabilization plot was floated weeks ahead of Esperon's scheduled retirement on Feb. 9. Both police and military went on and off red alert status then. 

Francisco and other former Army Scout Rangers Sgt. Orlando Valencia, Corporals Ramon Perania, Redantel Maranan, and Sgt. Jaime Dumagpi were charged for allegedly possessing three firearms that Esperon described then as "a discovery of caches or some plans to transport or pre-position some firearms," for a supposed coup plot. 

Two of the arrested soldiers have been released after preliminary investigation conducted by the Department of Justice found the charge of illegal possession of firearms baseless. Their lawyers have successfully won the argument against the charge of "illegal possession of forearms" by pointing out how five persons can actually possess three firearms. 

The Intelligence Service of the Armed Forces of the Philippines presented as evidence only three firearms (one AK-47 and two M16 rifles). The Philippine National Police Criminal Investigation and Detection Group claimed two persons were holding a single firearm. 

Franscisco was one of two who were granted bail but only he remained in custody as his captors allegedly refuse to release his I.D. which the CIDG considers as evidence. 

A government issued identification card is required to post bail. 

A motion to release ID had been filed by his lawyer Trixie Angeles three weeks ago, but a resolution has yet to be reached. 

"He continues to be harassed by military intelligence operatives who pretend to visit him then try to interrogate him," Angeles said. 

Tribune spoke to an Army officer who described Francisco as a highly-skilled sniper back in the Scout Rangers regiment. He said as authorities continue to prevent compliance with the bail requirements, more resentment is being sown. 

"Can we blame him (Francisco) if he gets mad at those who have done him wrong? Each passing day makes the wounds brought about by injustice grow deeper," the Army captain said. 

Francisco, 35, is described by a fellow scout ranger as a good soldier, one of the finest in fact. He is a paratrooper and a rated sniper. A veteran of numerous campaigns against communist terrorists, the Moro Islamic Liberation Ffront and the Abu Sayyaf, Francisco is an "experienced and credible soldier." Part of his 13 years in the military service was spent as an instructor at the Scout Ranger Tranining School. 

"I don't know why I'm still here. It's very hard to live here, it's so hot, I always get sick because its very cramped," Francisco told the Tribune. 

He added his family still does not know that he had already been transferred to the Quezon City jail from his maximum security detention at the Intelligence Service of the AFP. 

"Nobody visits me because what they know is that I"m still at the Isafp compound. I didn't tell them because I didn't want them to worry about me," Francisco said. 

Francisco and the four other enlisted Scout Rangers were rounded up last Jan. 15 by agents of the Military Intelligence Group (MIG) 17 led by 1st Lt. Magtanggol Panopio, who turned them over to the CIDG. 

