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AN ACT

GRANTING THE RIGHT OF REPLY AND PROVIDING PENALTIES 
IN VIOLATION THEREOF

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled:

SECTION 1.  Right of Reply – All persons natural or juridical who are accused directly or indirectly of committing, having committed, or of intending to commit any crime or offense defined by law, or are criticized by innuendo, suggestion or rumor for any lapse in behavior in public or private life shall have the right to reply to charges or criticisms published or printed in newspapers, magazines, newsletters or publications circulated commercially or for free, or aired or broadcast over radio, television, websites, or through any electronic device.

SEC. 2.  Where Reply is Published or Broadcast– The reply of the person so accused or criticized shall be published or broadcast in the same space of the newspapers, magazine, newsletter or publication or aired over the same program on radio, television, website, or through any electronic device.

SEC. 3.  When Reply is Published or Broadcast – The reply of the accused or criticized shall be published or broadcast not later than one day after the reply shall have been delivered to the editorial office of the publication concerned or to the station that carried the broadcast being replied to.

SEC. 4.  Obligation to Publish or Broadcast News Item – When an accused who was featured in news stories in radio, broadcast, and/or print media is eventually cleared of the crime or crimes alluded to him, it is the obligation of the same publication or broadcast network to correct its previous report by publishing or broadcasting the findings of the court or police authorities to restore honor and integrity to his person.

SEC. 5.  Length of Reply – The reply shall not be longer than the accusation or criticism as published or broadcast.

SEC. 6.  Free of Charge – The publication or broadcasting of the reply shall be free of charge, payment or fees.

SEC. 7.  Penalties – The publisher and editor-in-chief of the publication or the owner and station manager of the broadcast medium who fails or refuses to publish or broadcast the reply or the correction of an erroneous news item as mandated in this Act shall be fined an amount not exceeding P10,000.00 for the first offense; P30,000 for the second offense; P50,000 and imprisonment for not more than 30 days for the third offense; P100,000 and imprisonment for not more than 30 days for the fourth offense; and P200,000, imprisonment for not more than 30 days and the closure and suspension of the franchise of the publication or broadcast media outlet or station for 30 days for the fifth and succeeding offenses.

SEC. 8.  The publication of the reply or correction does not preclude recourse to the exercise of other legal rights and remedies available to the party or parties concerned.

SEC. 9.  Effectivity – This Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in at least two (2) newspapers of national circulation.
Approved.
PAGE  
2

