Republic of the Philippines

Supreme Court

Manila
Prof. Merlin M. Magallona, Akbayan Party-List Rep. Risa Hontiveros, Prof. H. Harry L. Roque,  Jr., and University of the Philippines College of Law students   Althea Barbara Acas,  Voltaire Alferez, Czarina May Altez, Francis Alvin Asilo, Sheryl Balot, Ruby Amor Barraca, Jose Javier  Bautista, Romina Bernardo, Valerie Pagasa Buenaventura, Edan Marri Cañete, Vann Allen Dela Cruz, Rene Delorino, Paulyn May Duman,  Sharon Escoto, Rodrigo Fajardo III,  Girlie Ferrer, Raoulle Osen Ferrer, Carla Regina Grepo, Anna Marie Cecilia Go, Irish Kay Kalaw, Mary Ann Joy Lee, Maria Luisa Manalaysay, Miguel Rafael Musngi, Michael Ocampo, Jaklyn Hanna Pineda, William  Ragamat, Maricar Ramos, Enrik Fort Revillas, James Mark Terry Ridon,  JOhann Frantz Rivera IV, Christian Rivero, Dianne Marie Roa, Nicholas  Santizo, Melissa Christina Santos, Cristine Mae Tabing, Vanessa Anne Torno, Maria Ester Vanguardia, and Marcelino Veloso III, 

   



Petitioners,
          -versus-

SC G.R. No. 187167
For: Certiorari and Prohibition

with Prayer for the Issuance of  a Writ of Preliminary Prohibitory Injunction and/or Temporary Restraining Order

(Re: Republic Act No. 9522 or the New Philippine Baselines Law)

Hon. Eduardo Ermita, in his capacity as Executive Secretary, Hon. Alberto Romulo, in his capacity as Secretary of the Department of Foreign Affairs, Hon. Rolando Andaya, in his capacity as Secretary of the Department of Budget and Management, Hon. Diony Ventura, in his capacity as Administrator of the National Mapping & Resource Information Authority,  & Hon. Hilario Davide Jr., in his capacity as Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Philippines to the United Nations,

            



    Respondents.
Urgent Manifestation and Motion

Petitioners, by counsel, and unto this Honorable Court, respectfully state that:

1. On April 1, 2009, Petitioners brought before this Honorable Court the instant Petition for Certiorari and Prohibition questioning the constitutionality of the new Philippine baselines law, Republic Act No.9 9522, otherwise known as “An Act to Amend Certain Provisions of Republic Act No. 3046, as amended by Republic Act No. 5446, to Define the Archipelagic Baselines of the Philippines, and for Other Purposes.”  
2. The Petition asks of this Honorable Court, pending action the resolution of the main issues presented, to enjoin Respondents and all persons acting for or in their behalf, room implementing Republic Act 9522, because since its implementation would clearly result in palpable violations of the Constitution to the extreme prejudice not only of Petitioners, but above all, of the Filipino people. 
3. Indeed, unless the implementation of Republic Act 9522 is enjoined, the Permanent Representative to the United Nations in New York City, Hon. Hilario Davide, Jr., will deposit and register with the Secretary General of the United Nations (a) Republic Act 9522, and (b) the geographic coordinates and the charts and maps indicating the baselines defined by Republic Act. 9522, in accordance with Section 4 of the assailed law. 

4. The registration and deposit of Republic Act 9522 and other related documents before the UN Secretary-General will forever close the door to any Philippine efforts to obtain the acceptance by the international community of our Constitutionally-defined national territory.

5. More importantly, the registration and deposit of           R.A. 9522 before the UN Secretary-General, will immediately bind the Philippines to the UNCLOS III regime, leading to the dismemberment of the Philippine national territory as defined in the 1987 Constitution. 

6. Hence, if the implementation of Republic Act 9522 is not immediately enjoined, Petitioners and millions of Filipinos will suffer great or irreparable injury before the matter can be heard by the Honorable Court. Thus, Petitioners respectfully ask the Honorable Court to immediately enjoin the implementation of Republic Act 9522, pending the resolution of this petition.  
7. Today, Petitioners learned that a delegation of officials from Respondent offices the Department of Foreign Affairs, the National Resource Mapping and Information Authority (NAMRIA) and the Department of Budget and Management (DBM) are scheduled to fly to the United Nations Headquarters in New York, the United States of America on Sunday, April 5, 2009, to register and deposit the new Philippine baselines law, among other things.

8. Petitioners learned that an official delegation led by the head of the DFA’s Center for Maritime and Ocean Affairs, lawyer Henry Bersuto Jr.,  is due to leave Manila for the UN headquarters in New York on the said date.

9. For this reason, Petitioners make this manifestation and reiterate their earlier prayer that Pending the resolution of this Petition, a Temporary Restraining Order and/or Writ of Preliminary Prohibitory Injunction be immediately issued, prohibiting Respondents from implementing or invoking Republic Act 9522.
PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Petitioners respectfully pray that this Honorable  Court  take due notice of this Manifestation and,  Pending the resolution of this Petition, it IMMEDIATELY ISSUE  a Temporary Restraining Order and/or Writ of Preliminary Prohibitory Injunction prohibiting Respondents from implementing or invoking Republic Act 9522.

Makati City for Manila, April 2, 2009.
Other relief just and equitable under the premises are also prayed for.
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Copy Furnished:

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita

Premier Guest House

JP Laurel Street, San Miguel

Manila

DFA Secretary Alberto Romulo

Department of Foreign Affairs Building

Roxas Boulevard, Manila

DBM Secretary Rolando Andaya

Department of Budget and Management, Gen. Solano St. 

San Miguel, Manila.
NAMRIA Administrator Diony Ventura

National Mapping and Resource Information Authority

NAMRIA Bldg., Fort Bonifacio,

Taguig City

Ambassador Hilario Davide, Jr. 

Philippine Permanent Representativeto the UN 

c/o the Department of Foreign Affairs Building

Roxas Boulevard, Manila

The Hon. Solicitor General 

134 Amorsolo Street

Legaspi Village

Makati City

Explanation
(Pursuant to Section 11, Rule 13 of the1997 Rules of Civil Procedure)

This Petition for Certiorari and Prohibition with Prayer for a Writ of Preliminary Prohibitory Injunction and/or a Temporary Restraining Order is being served to the Respondents by registered mail in accordance with Section 11, Rule 13 of the Revised Rules of Court because of lack of personnel to effect personal service to each and every one of them. 
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