Entry on Domingo Lee in the

ERJEANTRLE, A¥E Encyclopedia of Chinese Overseas Volume on Whos
Who, (bR, FEIHAEE, 1998) p. 697.
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Important is the 6th line - He joined the Kuomintang (KMT) and at one time was a
member of the Executive Commlttee of the Philippine Headquarters of the Kuomintang
Party.
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134 Fiw g Bodiew of the Meas Tanean

B, Cheng's Laon Grrogp, Lee Kim Yew's Country Heights Holdings Grosup,
Quek teng Chan's I;_fh:-tug Loy Giroup of Malaysiit, apd Kuo Hock Nian's
Kuok Bros, Group. ia the Maleppenes, Tan Yi's Asisworkl Crrowp, Cerege S K
Tv's Meerobank Gropp of Cos.. Alfonso Yerhengeo's House of [nveshments
Giroup. und Domygge Lee's Philippane Banking Corporation. and e
Singapore, Lien Ying Chow' s Overseas Union Bank, Wee Cho Yo 's Unised
Owersens Bank, amd Kwek Eung Ming's Hong Leong Growp.™ FThe real st s
vonsiderably longer than thix, wivd. these are just the haggest polaloes
These peeple helped arrange mectings bevween Taiwancse lewders and churr
Southeist Asaap counterpans. functioned as messengers Bdetween the twe,
Cacilitiutedl sopme key dipbomatic visats, snd nteodiveed Tarwane se capitadints
e locad guvernmaos oflicials gl gencrals,” However. since what they are
after es esaentially proafin, their diptomatic favors and loyalty canmot be tnken
for granted. Same of them e best known as Inng«time frivnds of the leaders
in Beijing, and started w warm 1 Taipei only after 9T, when hey cuveted
Taiwisn's deep pockels 40 rescuc their business empires hard bin by the
Eirancial crises, They belioved that they could saomehow ‘charge” Taipei wens .
of milhons of dollars with a critical diplomane Favor winel comsld, Fur mstanee.
mike the Taiwanese government foel obliged to talk 4 Kuuauntang oo ue
SORE sutu forming 2 joint venture wilh them. Most of Southeinst Asian
L‘Hl.tb..ll"}lﬂﬂf.lh'i m!ju'vmh parimerships with ’lmvamww heisipiess by liu;.a_
1Ty SIMEnts i Chinaroo.™ For example. the Bangkok Bunk of the Bangks
Ciroepy wens one of Lhe, Terst forei gn banks permitied by Beagiigg to open b ame
oy s an the i.'.lrl:. 19805, The Charsen Pokphand Group as simply oo of
e hargest intermal nm.ll mvesbirs i Chna, [Eoset up Basiness in Sheoshen
Spevial Ecosomic g!.i“lnt i as carly as 1979, he very year whien Beijing
declared that Shenzhen be openid up o Eveign invesimend. By 1997, th
Ciooup was operaling mare than 11O enterprises in aeore chas 20 provinees™"
The Satin Groags, Lapps Cirowg and Kook Bros, Group were abso anyibing
e seromgeors in Beijing or in the peo-Bejing circles wm Hong Konp Wihen be
veated Smgapore in 1997, PRC Premice Li Peng parsueulacly called e cighe
et Clanese tycagns Inom the whole region Tor asacil mectang. s u xhow
of Beijang s nwa tycoon diplemacy.™ Someof the eight puests, including O
Ek Fjong. Lien Ying Chow, and Lices Sioe Liong, wene alsa clese jo Taiped.
Far naost of the ethmic Chinese business elite, hoth Chang amt Taiwan are
regitrded as idtractive business purmcn I"hv.y w:m Lt ;ulm M coey relabinns
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ooty leandens imy bothy Boeijimg and Tuipei. 16 is nog gboat sirabfling acress 1we
Fraals, senee rmins beliowe ey are grabbing twe lsiehuons as long eaotdies can
play the ami skiilfullyv. Sl daring eoe prmicalan pereadl, seine ooty i
busimiss qesacizisnms may fake mone inverest m one of the twe Chisos
dopenaling mainly sn theiz busingss pricrities, Far e xopbe. Lucia Tan. o
Lycon buddy of Presilent Joseph Estrnla who Sus his bread huziered mgre



Taipei’s Econewnic Diplomacy >

in Beijing and Hong Kong than in Taipei, was a pain in the ncck of Taipei in
terms of connection politics in the Presidential circles, If one Jooks at the
records rom a longer historical perspective, then it becomes clear that reformy
and apen-door policy in China since Deng Xisoping has been winning the
friendship of Chinese business clite in Southeast Asia. To the extent that more
and more regional business leaders or associations have thus had 1o balance
their interest im Taiwan with their cver increasing interest in China, this
istorical development has been at Taiwan's political expensc, A classic
example is the Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and
Industry Inc., the largest ethnic Chinese business organization in the
Philippincs. For decades since is inceptionin 1954, it was onc of Taipei's best
dupinmauc allies in Manila. In fact, it was directly guided by Taiwan’s embassy
in the old duys. The Chairman of the Federation uswally served as a go-
- between between Taipei and Malacanang (the Presidential Palace in Mantla),

particularly after the official ties were severed.” In particular, Domingo Lee,
the Chairman during Corazon Aquino's presidency and alse 4 close friend of
ber late hushand, was appointed as her special adviser. More dramalically,
- Dominge l.cc was appointed as Manila's quasi-ambassador to faipei (then
calied Director of Asian Exchange Center) soon after her presidential
inauguration. What made the whole pictare even more fabulous {or Taipe: was
thut Lce was actually a member of the standing commitiee of Kuomintang's
de facto branch in Manila.”/However, the fure of China deepened the division
in the leadership of the Federation since the 1990s. In 1994, the Federaion
sent adelegation 1o Beijing for the fiest ime. Thenin 1997, Chinese Presadent
Jiang Zewin pcrs:mally received anather delegation from the Federation. The
time when Taipei could take the federation’s loyaiw for granied has become
a historical memory,
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AFFILIATION

BIO-DATA

: DOMINGO Y. LEE

. 635-7397
. 0917-8178181

- yung nian@yahog.com
- tower steel@ymail.com

. November 15, 1934

Capas, Tarlac

+ LIM SIU KENG (EVELYN LM LEE)
- Rexford, Davy, Rosemarie & Redmond
. High School — Far Eastern University

. College — B.S. Management, University of the East (1954 — 1957)

: Ambassador At Large

Asian Pacific Region
(1986 — 1987)

- Ambassador

Republic of the Philippines

Designated by former Pres. Corazon Aquino,
1987

. Presidential Special Adviser for TECO Taipel, Taiwan Affair

(1986 — 1987)

Chairman of the Board & CEO, Philippine Banking Corporation
(1987 — 1992)

. Director, San Migue! Corporation (1987 — 1992)

. Director, San Miguel Neptuna — Hongkong (1987 — 1992).
. Chairman & President, New Dynasty International,

. Adviser, Metrobank Foundation

. Adviser, Asia Pacific Top Management International Resources

Corp

. Senior Adviser — Philippine Savings Bank



CIVIC AND OTHER
AFFILIATION

: President, Federation of Filipino —

Chinese Chambers Of Commerce and Industry, Inc.
(1987 - 1991)

: Vice Chairman, Hero Foundation, Inc,

: Awarded Outstanding Alumni — St. Stephen High School

: Vice-Chairman, Board of Trustees,

Lorenzo Ruiz Foundation for Filipino Chinese Community

: Member, Board of Governor,

Employers Conferedation. of the Philippines (ECOP)

: Member, Advisory Board, Philippine Special Olympics Foundation

: Honorary President,

PAST
ACTIVITIES

Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, Inc.

: Member, Businessmen’s Group,

State Visit of Pres. Corazon C. Aquino to the United States
in September, 1986 '

: Member, Official Party,

State Visit of President Corazon C. Aguino to Japan in
November, 1986 :

: Head of Mission,

Phil. Businessmen’s Mission to Taipei, Taiwan
{(July 28 - 30, 1987)

: Head of Mission,

Trade and Goodwill Mission,
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore & Thailand
(March 24 - April 6, 1988)

: Member,

Businessmen’s Group,
State Visit of Pres. Corazon C. Aquino to
Germany, France and Belgium on July 09-14, 1989

Member,
Businessmen’s Group,
State Visit of Pres. Corazon C. Aquino to
Canada and United States on November 04-12, 1989

* At age 53, youngest President of the Federation of Filipino-Chinese Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, Inc (1987 — 1991)



